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REPORTED SPEECH.  

 

Reported speech  is to report  in your own words what other person has said previously. 

When reporting you donôt use the  speakerôs  exact words for three main reasons: 

1.- Itôs not  so relevant how  the speaker expressed his message, but the content itself. 

2.- We have a  short-term memory which  can hold a limited  amount of information for a 

short period of time. 

3.- Humans  have a limited concentration span. 

Study this example: 

Direct speech:  Angela:   ñMy  mother feels very sad todayò 

Reported speech:   Angela said that her mother felt very sad that day. 

Both sentences mean exactly the same but there have been some changes, as you can see: 

1.- Introductory verbs , related to the communicative intention (say, tell, ask, promise,etc) 

2.- Change in the verb tenses: feel very sad > felt very sad. 

3.- Changes in determiners or pronouns: my mother > her mother  

4.- Changes in some adverbs of time and place: today > that day 

 

CHANGES IN THE VERB TENSES: 

Look at these examples:  

  - Susan: ñ I will think  about itò.- Susan said (that) she would think about it. 

  - Allan: ñWe have called you before, Samò.- Allan told Sam they had called him before. 

Present Simple Past Simple  Future Simple Conditional Simple 

Present Continuous Past Continuous  Conditional Simple Conditional Simple 

Present Perfect Past Perfect  Must Had to 

Past Perfect Past Perfect  Can Could. 

 

Some things to take into account: 

1.- When the reported information is about general truths, the change in verb tenses is not 

produced:  Teacher: ñThe capital of France is Parisò   

                 The teacher said that the capital of France is Paris. 

 

2.- When the information given is stil in forc® thereôre no changes either. 

( In April)  Charlie: ñI will  enrol  on an  intensive computer course next summerò 

( In June) Charlie said that he will enrol on an  intensive computer course next summer. 
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Á CHANGES IN OTHER CATEGORIES ( specially adverbs and determiners related to time 

and space) 

 DIRECT SPEECH REPORTED SPEECH 

This/ These
1
 That/those 

Here
2
 There  

Come
3
 Go 

Now Then 

Today That day 

Yesterday The day before/ the previous week 

Ago Before 

Tomorrow The day after/ the following day 

Next month The month after 

SAY y  TELL.  

Á Say y Tell are the verbs that are  most commonly used in  statements. Broadly speaking 

they both mean the same, but there are some slight  differences that  we need to know:  

Tell: this verb needs the Indirect Object; this is,   the person or entity the action is addressed 

to:  ñHe told me he was in a hurryò . 

Say:  it doesnôt need the indirect object, but if itôs mentioned it must be preceded by the 

preposition  to Say no necesita el complemento indirecto, y si se menciona el complemento 

deberá ir precedido de la preposición to.   

                   ñHe said he was in a hurryò; ñHe said to me he was in a hurryò 

PRACTICE  

1.- Rewrite the sentences in reported speech. Change time expressions and pronouns. 

1.-She said, "I am reading  the newspaper now." 

Ÿ She said that  ___________________________________________________________ 

2.- They said, "We are busy, Mary. We canôt help you yet" 

Ÿ They told _____________________________________________________________ 

3.- He said, "I went to a wonderful restaurant yesterday." 

Ÿ He said that  __________________________________________________________ 

4.- She said, "I woke up early yesterday" 

Ÿ She said that  _________________________________________________________ 

5.- He said, "Lara, I will ring your brother tomorrow." 

Ÿ He _________________________________________________________________ 

6.- They said, "We have just arrived." 

Ÿ They said that  ________________________________________________________ 

7.- He said, " I  cleaned  this car 30 minutes ago." 

Ÿ He said that  __________________________________________________________ 

 
                                                           
1
  Se produce el cambio si ha cambiado  la referencia a la hora de reproducirlo. 

Ej: I have bought this car > He said he had bought this car ( next to it) 
2
 Se produce el cambio si ha cambiado  la referencia a la hora de reproducirlo 

3
  Si  el que lo reproduce está en el mismo lugar que estaba el  autor de la oración . 

Lara: Mark will come to Spain.>Lara  said Mark would come to Spain (Lara y el que reproduce están en España.  
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8.- She said, "I did not say that, Phil ." 

Ÿ She told  ________________________________________________________________ 

9.- She said, "I don't know where my shoes are." 

Ÿ She said that  ____________________________________________________________ 

10.- He said: "I won't tell anyone your secret, Peter." 

Ÿ He told  _________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

2.- Yesterday you ran into a friend of yours, Helen. Helen told you a lot of things. Here are 

some of the things she said to you: 

1.  

 

 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

5. 

 

6. 

 

7.  

 

8. 

 

9. 

 

10. 

 

11. 

12. 

 

I'm thinking of going to live in London.  

Helen said that she was thinking of going to live in London. 

My father is in the hospital. 

____________________________________________ 

Sue and Jim are getting married next month.  

________________________________________________ 

I haven't seen Bill for a while. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

I've been playing tennis a lot lately. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

Barbara has had a baby. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

I don't know what Fred is doing. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

I hardly ever go out these days. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

I work  14 hours a day. 

____________________________________________________________________ 

I'll tell Jim I saw you. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

You can come and stay with me if you are ever in Madrid. 

______________________________________________________________ 

Tom had an accident last week, but he wasn't injured. 

______________________________________________________________ 

I saw Jack at a party a few months ago, and he seemed fine. 

______________________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
  

 

http://www.wtsnet.org/graphics/committee/704/clipArt.jpg
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Reported Statements 
 

 

1. To report statements we use a reporting verb (say, tell, advise, explain, promise etc.) 

followed by a that-clause. In spoken English that may be omitted. 

 Direct speech .- Mike: Iôm starving 

Reported speech.-Mike said (that) he was starving 

2. When the reporting verb is in  the past  the verb tense changes as in Spanish, except for 

the Imperative form. 

 

 

Direct speech Reported speech 

Present Simple 

 "I don’t remember his name," she said. 

Present Continuous 

"She's speaking to Joe," he said 

Present Perfect 

"i've bought you some flowers," she said 

Past Simple 

"He lost all the money," she said 

Future 

"I 'II see you later," he said 

Past Simple 

She said she didn’t remember his name. 

Past Continuous 

He said she was speaking to Joe 

Past Perfect 

She said she had bought me some 

flowers. 

Past Perfect 

She said that he had lost all the money. 

Conditional 

He said he would see me later. 

 

 

There are no changes in verb tenses when : 

a) the sentence expresses something which is always true. 
Direct Speech :  "The earth is round," said the teacher.  

Reported speech  “The teacher said (that) the earth is roundò. 

b) Conditional, Past Perfect and usually . The Past Continuous Direct speech :        

Reported speech: "I was travelling to Brighton when I saw the accident,". 

 Reported speech :   He said he was travelling to Brighton when he saw the accident. 
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PRODUCTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

( Exercise taken from English Grammar in Use, by Raymond Murphy. Cambridge University Press) 

 

 

Later that day you tell another friend what Charlie said. Use Reported Speech. 

1.- Charlie said that  he was thinking of going to live in Canada. 

 

2.- ______________________________________________________________________ 

3.- ______________________________________________________________________ 

4.- ______________________________________________________________________ 

5.- ______________________________________________________________________ 

6______________________________________________________________________ 

7.- ______________________________________________________________________ 

8.- ______________________________________________________________________ 

9.- ______________________________________________________________________ 

10.- ______________________________________________________________________ 

11.- ______________________________________________________________________ 

12.- ______________________________________________________________________ 

13.- ______________________________________________________________________ 
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PRODUCTION .- YOU BROKE MY HEART 

You are going to read a conversation between Julie and 

mike. You overheard it and two days later you report it to 

a friend of yours. 

 Julie: Mike, I canôt believe what Melissa has told me. I  need 

to know if yesterday you went out with  her. 

Mike: Itôs true, Julie.  Melissa is having big trouble with her 

family now and she doesnôt know what to do. We are friends 

and whenever she  needs me, Iôll be around 

Julie: I  wonôt buy that lie. Youôre making excuses. Youôve 

hurt me, Mike. You have cheated on me with her. 

Mike : You  should believe me. You are acting as a child. You 

have always been too jealous, but this time youôre going too 

far with your suspicions. 

Julie: Youôre very good at lying. You know? Weôre history 

now. I donôt want to see this stupid face of yours any more. 

 

 

 

Julie told Mike that she couldnôt believe what Melissa had told her and added  é é. éé 

________________________________________________________________________ 

__ ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

__ ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

__ ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

__ ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

__ ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

__ ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

__ ______________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

__ ______________________________________________________________________ 
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REPORTED QUESTIONS 

 

In  Reported questions, as in our own language, the interrogative form doesnôt exist in itself as: 

1.- it doesnôt keep the question mark, not the interrogative intonation either. 

2.- There are no interrogative auxiliaries 

3.- The word order is that of statements. 

Ą It is introduced by an introductory verb  Ask. 

Ą There are  2 kinds of  interrogative sentences:  - Wh-questions 

                         - Yes/No questions. 

E.g.-    John: What do you think about this, Lara? 

            John asked Lara what she thought about that 

           John: Lara, do you need help? 

          John asked Lara if she needed help. 

 

PRACTICE .- 1.- Report the  questions the owner of the restaurant made to Linda. 

 

a) Owner: Are  you over 18, Linda? 

The owner asked __________________________________________________________ 

b) Owner: What are you doing at the moment? 

The owner asked __________________________________________________________ 

c) Owner: Are you still at school? 

The owner asked __________________________________________________________ 

d) Owner: Have you worked in a restaurant before? 

The owner asked __________________________________________________________ 

e) Owner: Which school did you go to? 

The owner asked __________________________________________________________ 

f) Owner: Did you get good marks? 

The owner asked __________________________________________________________ 

g) Owner: Why do you want to work in a  restaurant ? 

The owner asked __________________________________________________________ 

h) Owner: Can you work on Sundays from time to time? 

The owner asked __________________________________________________________ 

i)Owner: Have you got any questions? 

The owner asked __________________________________________________________ 

 



 IES GALILEO GALILEI.                                   

                                                                  

                                                                    “Practice makes perfect.”  
 

8 

 

PRODUCTION .-   JOB INTERVIEW. Report t he job interview John had.  Report just the questions 

Interviewer:  So, have you applied  for the Saturday position?   

John: Yes, I have.   

Interviewer: Why did you  reply to our advertisement?  (1) 

John: Well, I was looking for a part-time job to help me through college. And I think that I'd 

be really good at this kind of work.  

Interviewer: Do you know exactly what a shop assistant does ?  (2) 

John: Well, shop assistants  help customers, they check on the supplies in the store, and 

prepare the shop for business.  

Interviewer: What kind  of student  were you ? (3) Did you enjoy studying while you were at 

school?  (4) 

John: I suppose I'm a reasonable student. I passed all my exams and I enjoy studying subjects 

that interest me 

Interviewer: Have you any previous work experience?  (5) 

John: Yes. I worked part-time at a take-away in the summer holidays.  

Interviewer: Now, do you have any questions about the position?  (6) 

John: Yes. Can you tell me what hours I'd have to work?  (7) 

Interviewer: We open at 9.00, but you must arrive at 8.30 and we close at 6.00 pm. You will 

be able to leave then.  I think I have asked you everything I wanted to. Thank you for coming 

along to the interview.  

John: Thank you. When will I know if I have been successful? (8) 

Interviewer: We'll be making our decision next Monday, we'll give you a call.   

 

 

1.- ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2.- ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3.- ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.- ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5.- ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.- ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

7.- ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.- ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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REPORTED SPEECH. And INDIRECT QUESTIONS  
 

TRANSLATE INTO ENGLISH  

 

1.- Me gustaría saber cuál es tu país favorito  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

2.-  Marta me preguntó si  sabía hablar alemán 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

3.-  Yo no sé quién es  el dueño de este  negocio 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

4.-   Susan me preguntó cuál era mi fecha de nacimiento 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

5.-  Si alguien quiere saber lo que es el verdadero amor, debería preguntarme a mi 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

6.-  Ayer me preguntaron cuánto ganaba al mes y yo me negué a contestarlo 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

7.- Me pregunto cómo será mi vida dentro de 15 años 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

8.- Nuestra profesora nos preguntó si habíamos  hecho nuestros deberes  

__________________________________________________________________________ 

9.- No te puedes imaginar qué  maleducado y grosero fue Fermín 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

10.- No puedo esperar a saber quién es el ganador 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

11.- Mi jefe quería saber si íbamos a estar en casa el día de navidad 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

12.- Me pregunto por qué   estás tan cansado. ¿ No duermes bien por la noche? 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

13.-  La  mujer me preguntó si había trabajado alguna vez para ellos. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

14.-   Nos gustaría saber si  usted subirá los  impuestos  el próximo año 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

15.-  El periodista preguntó  al ganador cómo se sentía después de   conseguir el  premio 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

16.-  Me pregunto si debería aceptar o rechazar la invitación. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

17.-  Ayer me preguntaron cuál es mi  principal objetivo en la vida, y  no fui capaz de 

encontrar la respuesta adecuada 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

18.- En la agencia de viajes nos preguntaron si preferíamos viajar en tren o avión 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

19.- Me gustaría saber  cómo  averiguaste mi contraseña 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

20.- Mi vecina, la maruja y cotilla, me preguntó quién eras y a qué te dedicabas 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 



 IES GALILEO GALILEI.                                   

                                                                  

                                                                    “Practice makes perfect.”  
 

10 

REPORTED SPEECH. COMMANDS and REQUESTS 

 

                                                 asked 

U Structure:         Subject +                    someone + (not) To Infinitive 

                                                  told 

Ą  Anna said: "Don’t worry!,"         Anna told Anna not to worry 

Ą Anna said:  ñJean, come here”   Anna asked Jean to go there 

 

PRACTICE  

Reported speech: Commands and Requests 

Mr Jones calls Ann into his office and gives her some instructions. She then returns to the 

main office and tells a colleague what she has been asked to do. 

A: Would you please file these letters? 

B: He asked/told me to file them.  

Use a for this, some for these and his for my.  Would you please . . . 
 

1 copy this contract? 

2 correct this spelling mistake? 

3 add something to this letter? 

4 pin up these notices in the canteen? 

5 look up our  main providerôs  address? 

6 order some more paperclips? 

7 contact our American branch? 

8 send this report to our head office? 

9 check these figures? 

10 bring your recorder to the meeting? 

 

 

 

 

 

1 _________________________________________________________________________ 

2 _________________________________________________________________________ 

3 ________________________________________________________________________ 

4- ________________________________________________________________________ 

5.- ________________________________________________________________________ 

6.- ________________________________________________________________________ 

7.- ________________________________________________________________________ 

8.- ________________________________________________________________________ 

9.- ________________________________________________________________________ 

10.- _______________________________________________________________________ 
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PRODUCTION.- Yesterday was  your  first day of class. Your tutor, Robert,  gave you a set 

of instructions  and rules for the whole class to  follow and this way  you could all  lead a 

good  school year. 

Later at home you report to your parents what  your tutor said: 

Eg.- Robert: ñDonôt talk when Iôm talkingò 

        You:      Robert/ our tutor  told us not to talk when  he is/was talking 

 

 

 1.- Do your homework every day. 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

2.- Donôt write on your desks  

________________________________________________________________________ 

3.- Raise your hand if you  have a question  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

4.- Donôt leave the  class without the teacherôs permission  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

5.- Turn off your mobile  phones as soon as you enter the school 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

6.- Donôt eat in the classroom  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

7.- Throw the rubbish into the wastepaper bin  

_________________________________________________________________________ 

8.- Donôt forget  your  books and school  stuff 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

9.- Donôt cheat in the exams 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

10.- Respect your classmates, your teachers and all the school regulations 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
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 REPORTED SPEECH PRACTICE 

1.- CHANGE INTO REPORTED SPEECH 

- Laura: we will catch the train tomorrow. 

- Tom: Hi, John.  

- Lucas: Mary, where is your brother? 

- John: Ruben, donôt make so much. Iôm trying to study. 

- Sarah: I went to the supermarket 5 minutes ago. 

- Linda: are you coming to the beach with us, Sandra? 

- John: Iôm sorry for being so rude. 

2.- CHANGE INTO REPORTED SPEECH.-  

-Pam: ñ I went to the cinema yesterdayò 

-Lucy: ñ Listen to this song, Anna!. 

-Frank: ñ What ós your job, Mike? 

-Jude: ñ My sister is working nowò 

-Ralph: ñ Does   your  husband feel better, Sue?ò 

3.- REPORTED SPEECH.-  Report in your own words  the following sentences. 

a) Betty:  ñAlbert,  we   saw your brother yesterday.ò 

b) Louise: ñ Mark, when is your birthday?ò 

c) Robert: ñ I will have dinner with John  tomorrow.ò 

d) Elisbeth: Stephen,  answer the phone. 

e) Tom: Shall we meet in  five minutes? 

f) Sarah: Joe, you stole my money and lied to me!! 

g) Mark do you want me to hand over these documents? 

 

4.- REPORTED SPEECH.- Change the following sentences into Reported or Direct Speech. 

1.- Tom said: ñ Ralph, you didnôt come to work yesterdayò 

2.- The president said that all his partners had disappointed  him. 

3.- The teacher to the students: ñBring your homework tomorrowò. 

4.- Mark asked Tim why he thought that way. 

5.- Mel asked  Albert: ñAre you coming to the party tonight?ò 

6.- Robert said  that the concert had finished two hours before. 

7.- Mark said to Pit: ñdonôt lie to me againò. 

8.- They  asked us what the  police knew about this situation. 

9.- Sue said she had to leave before it was dark as her driving could be dangerous at nightò 

10.-  Liz to her boss: ñif you donôt give me a pay rise, Iôll resignò 

11.- My neighbour told me  not to smoke in his house because children lived there 

12.- Ferdinand to Pam: ñWhere are your  parents now?ò 

13.- Sean suggested  going  to the theatre  the following week? 

14.- Dave: ñIf she has studied hard, she will have no problemò 

15.- My mother asked  me why I  had made that decision. 

16.- Mariah asked: ñWhat does your father  feel about your divorce, Louise?ò 

17.- Gustav promised  that he  hadnôt spoken behind my back some hours before. 

18.- Thomas  told Martha: marry me  or youôll regret itò 

19.-  Susan: ñI wonôt be able to do it, unless you help me, Sarahò 

20.- My parents told me they  would lend me all they money I needed. 

 


